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Hello everyone. We're sorry the newsletter is a little late this year. It's been a terribly busy time
for us all and — as you know — hedgehogs come first. Over the last year Hedgehog Welfare
handled 219 hedgehogs. One hundred and five were nursed back to health before being
released back into the wild. Sadly, there was little we could do for 114 of them.

Some died in our care, others at the vets and others were put to sleep because nothing could
be done for them. Minster Vet Centre in Newark has been a great help to us — especially nurse
Anita. It’s plain to see that Anita loves her hogs as much as we all do. She goes over and beyond
anything expected of a veterinary nurse.

We are lucky to have so many supporters through “Friend of Hedgehog Welfare” to help pay
for vet fees and general running costs. Our “Friends” donated £4,793.76 in this financial year.
We can’t thank you enough.

During the year Hedgehog Welfare also took 49 calls from people asking for hog advice —always
readily given. Unfortunately, we couldn’t offer expert advice to people asking about foxes, cats,
ferrets, dogs, reptiles, and deer. We also answered 121 calls from people who were outside
our area.
Mystery dollar donor reveals his identity

For the last few years Hedgehog Welfare has received substantial “mystery” donations from
America. It’s always 1,000 dollars from “The Wonderful Company” in California. But no one at
Hedgehog Welfare knew why the money kept coming. Janet tried to find the sender, but with
little luck. Then, out of the blue, we received a letter and the puzzle was quickly solved.
Although the money came from the United States the sender lived locally. Wayne Bowman
never forgot the kindness and care shown by Janet when he found an injured hedgehog. Wayne
is a senior web design at Interflora’s UK HQ in Sleaford. Its parent company is The Wonderful
Company. Senior Interflora workers can nominate a charity of choice for a donation. Wayne
said: “You [Hedgehog Welfare] have received several donations of $1000. “Perhaps you were
a little confused about their origin. Some years ago, | rescued a baby hedgehog from the road
near my home. | took the hog to Janet. She called it “Teasel”. Sadly, Teasel died. However,
the incident stayed with me. | make efforts when | can to help hedgehogs in our garden. | put
out the correct food, clean water, shelter and | made a hedgehog highway. The hedgehogs
have rewarded us by staying in our garden for 15 years or more. In recognition of the fantastic
work, you all do | thought it only proper to send my Wonderful Company donation to you.
Helping Hedgehog Welfare fits perfectly with Interflora’s desire to help wildlife and local
communities. Until now | never told Janet where the money came from, but | was conscious
you might be puzzled about its origins. Keep up your great work.”


mailto:admin@hedgehogwelfare.org.uk

A Big Cheque to help towards our office costs

Talking of money... Regional housebuilder Allison Homes Central has given Hedgehog Welfare
a £250 donation during May’s Hedgehog Awareness Week. The money will go towards
supporting Hedgehog Welfare’s website and newsletter costs, helping the charity to continue
to raise awareness and support its ongoing rescue and rehabilitation work. The donation was
presented at the housebuilder’s Manthorpe Chase development in Grantham. Philip Braund,
Chair of Hedgehog Welfare, and chief career Sally Key, collected the cheque. Phil said: “We are
absolutely delighted to receive £250 from Allison Homes. “We are a small charity, and every
penny is precious to help us to save hedgehogs. Lately, we have started to use social media to
raise awareness of the plight of Britain’s hedgehogs. The Allison Homes cheque will go towards
those running costs. It's good to know prestigious building firms are aware of the
environmental needs when putting up homes.” Kelly Toms, Sales and Marketing Director at
Allison Homes Central, said: “Hedgehog Welfare carries out fantastic work supporting one of
Britain’s most loved and vulnerable native animals. We were delighted to help the charity
during Hedgehog Awareness Week and help raise awareness of the important conservation
efforts taking place locally.”



It’s back to college to set-up a hedgehog haven

The “hedgehog” students with lecturer Karen Woollacotte (second left) and Sally Key in her
denim jacket
Hedgehog Welfare has teamed up with Newark College to help students make the campus
hedgehog friendly. The Early Years Students are working towards a Bronze Award. To
complete the full award, they must work on ten activities that help the community. Our chief
carer, Sally Key, meet the lecturers and students putting together the project. Sally was joined
by our chair, Philip Braund. Within half an hour Sally used her 15 plus years of hedgehog caring
to come up with a plan. As we walked with students through the campus grounds Sally pointed
out both positives and negatives of the site. Importantly, the garden has a water supply —and
a small pond. However, Sally said the pond needed an escape path for any hogs that fall in and
cannot escape. Also, she explained how to recognise hedgehog poo; a good sign they are active
at night. The students are now working on a fund-raising plan to raise money for wildlife
cameras; they need three. They have already designed and made a hedgehog house and made
signage for the grounds.
Lecturer Melanie Luff said: “The students were
enthusiastic after the visit from Hedgehog Welfare.
We're confident they will fully engage with the
project. They are keen to start.”
So far, the students have made Pom Poms, wooden
fridge magnets keyrings and felt pin cushions.
During Hedgehog Awareness Week they sold their
crafts. The team then tucked into the cake stall.
Overall, they made enough money to buy their first
camera. Mel and fellow lecturer Karen Woolacott
will keep us posted on the project.



Hedgehogs’ super-sonic hearing could be a lifesaver

Thousands of hedgehogs could be saved from car injuries and death because of their supersonic
hearing. Scientists have discovered hedgehogs hear at a higher frequency than
humans, dogs and cats. The experts are now calling on motor manufacturers to fit ultrasound
emitters to vehicles to warn off the mammals. It’s estimated one in three hogs is killed by cars.
Dr Sophie Lund Rasmussen, assistant professor atthe University of Oxford said: “Having
discovered that hedgehogs can hear in ultrasound, the next stage will be to find collaborators
within the car industry to fund and design sound repellents for cars. This could have a
significant impact in reducing the threat of road traffic to the declining European hedgehog.”
The population of the European hedgehog is in serious decline in Britain. The species is classed
as “near threatened” by the International Union for Conservation of Nature in 2024. There are
estimated to be fewer than one million hedgehogs in Britain. In the 1950s there was an
estimated 30 million. Scientists are baffled why the hedgehog needs to hear at such high
frequencies. They think it may be used for communication or detecting prey in the dark Bats
and dolphins use ultrasound for navigation and to detect small prey in murky waters or in the
dark. Dr Rasmussen added: “The fascinating question is whether hedgehogs use ultrasound to
communicate with each other, or to detect prey.”

The Newark Advertiser

Hedgehog Welfare chair Philip Braund was asked to write an article for the Newark Advertiser
to mark Hedgehog Awareness Week. Although the story below covers facts known by our
supporters it’s worth running once again.

‘The hedgehog — the nation’s favourite mammal —is slipping towards extinction. No more than
60 years ago the hedgehog population in Britain was 30 million. That number is now estimated
to be fewer than one million hogs roaming wild. It’s the largest loss seen among the nation’s
wildlife. The rapidly declining population is seen as a “quiet crisis” among conservation groups.
National Hedgehog Awareness week aims are to show how the hedgehog is teetering on the
edge of extinction, and what can be done to help. Hedgehog Welfare — a charity based in
Newark and Grantham - cares for hundreds of hedgehogs in a year. Many have been injured
by “careless” gardeners who mow lawns and strim long grass before checking.

“We try our best to save them all”

Philip Braund, chair of Hedgehog Welfare, said: “It only takes a couple of minutes to check if
the ground is clear. But people don’t. The resultis hogs come to us severely injured. Our carers
try their best, but many — if not all - have to be put down”. Each year Hedgehog Welfare,
founded by conservationist Janet Peto, takes in hundreds of the mammals. Not all are a lost
cause — far from it. More than half are nursed back to health and returned to the wild.
Dwindling numbers can be contributed to a loss of the rural hogs’ natural habitat. Also, the
development of large housing estate lacking built-in “hedgehog highways” between gardens.
Hedgehogs also fall victim to poison laid out for vermin, casually tossed aside garden netting,
and dogs. And, they don’t have much road sense. It’s natural reaction to danger is to curl up
in a ball = not run away.



“Simple steps can help save hedgehogs”.

Phil said: “Look before you mow, don’t leave netting lying around the garden, check piles of
wood and compost heaps before rooting around with spades and forks. A lot of hogs we receive
are baby ones - hoglets. Once a nest is disturbed the mother will run off and not return. Also,
it helps to put out a bowl of fresh water and scatter a few kitten biscuits around the garden. If
hedgehogs are nearby, they’ll soon be at your back door — and that’s a rewarding sight.”

Hedgehog Welfare suggests the new £10!
The Bank of England could put hedgehogs on its new banknotes. Other native animals to be
featured include badgers and puffins. The Bank said Jane Austen, artist JIMW Turner and
computer genius Alan Turing, who feature on £10, £20, and £50 notes, would all be changed.
To help the Bank of England we designed our own hedgehog tenner. With a little help from
Al, we rustled up what the new hedgehog £10 could look like. The Bank added that wildlife
images would be most effective in helping to spot counterfeit notes.

Hedgehog Welfare’s pretend tenner

Victoria Cleland, the Bank’s chief cashier, said: “The key driver for introducing a new banknote
series is always to increase counterfeit resilience, but it also offers an opportunity to celebrate
different aspects of the UK. Nature is a great choice from a banknote authentication
perspective and means we can showcase the UK’s rich and varied wildlife on the next series of
banknotes. It has not yet been decided which animals will be featured. The public will be given
the chance to choose from a shortlist created by a panel of experts in the summer.



John’s Quiz Results and New Quiz

Our last quiz - “Education, Education, Education” - raised £432.00 in entry fees and donations.
Peter Burden of Wokingham, Berkshire won the first prize of £15.00, Ruth Ainscough of
Thornton Le Dale, Yorkshire won the second prize of £5.00 and the consolation prize of £5.00
went to Dee Johnson. There were 175 entries and 31 of these were all correct.

The next quiz is “Return of the Mammal” and closes on the 27-06-2026. Quiz sheets are
available from either Hedgehog Welfare admin@hedgehogwelfare.org.uk or by post. Please
send a SAE to Hedgehog Welfare, PO Box 8686, Grantham, NG31 OAG. Or direct from John at
letsgetquizzical25@yahoo.com All proceeds go to Hedgehog Welfare.

John has raised thousands of pounds for Hedgehog Welfare in these immensely popular
quizzes. So, if you want to tax the grey cells, have a go for just a pound.

Sparkle released after six months of care

Right, here’s the hedgehog news — a
fantastic team effort but there is one
heartbreaking story.
Time and patience by our carers saw
Sparkle returned to the wild after six
months in care with Hedgehog
Welfare. She was brought in on
21/11/2025 after being found curled
up on a lawn in freezing temperatures.
She didn't move all day. She was
motionless from the icy cold and
weighed 334 grammes. Sally quickly
injected Sparkle and moved her to a
warm box. Overnight the hog ate some
food. However, carer Sally had spotted
Sparkle was coughing. Further
investigation showed the hog had
lungworm. She was put on a course of
antibiotics and given worm treatment.
Another cause for concern was that
she had lost fur from her tummy and had three patches where her spines had fallen out. This
showed Sparkle also had ringworm and mange. Over the next few weeks, she was treated for
this too. Her fur and spine growth was slow but steady. And her weight increased gradually
over the winter months and she semi-hibernated. Sparkle awoke to eat and drink about once
a fortnight. In April she was passed on to Linda until she was ready for release. Finally, on May
6" and sporting new spines and fur - Sparkle was returned to where she was found. She’d
doubled in weight to 655 grammes.
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Xander comes out fighting

Xander came to us after being found in a garden in
Southwell. He was covered in flies and was about two
weeks old; his eyes were still closed. Xander — his Greek
means “defender” was very distressed as the vet
cleared maggots from his tiny ears. Since then, he’s put
on weight and is looking every inch the fighter his name
suggests. He'll has been transferred to Linda who'll fed
him up and loving him too much. It will not be long
before he is released as he is over 400g.

Ronald beats the odds

Ronald came in on the 16th of October 2025
and was cared for by Vicky. He was found in
a school. He weighed 213 grammes, very
underweight, dehydrated and full of internal
parasites. He also had an awful chest
infection which normal antibiotics weren’t
clearing. Thankfully, we are friends with a vet
who gave him another full once-over,
including an x-ray. We decided Ronald was
well enough to try an antibiotic not commonly
used on hedgehogs. Within a few weeks we
could hear and see a noticeable difference in
his breathing. We managed to keep him
awake just long enough to finish these before
he went into hibernation for months. We
think he had this own little alarm clock; he
woke up every Monday night for food then
went back to sleep until the following week.
Hibernation gave his frail body a chance to
heal, albeit with a little scarring on his lungs
seen with a further x-ray. We released Ronald in a new location on the 4th of May this year,



in a garden well known for wildlife in the country and who can keep an eye on him with their
wildlife cameras.

Not always a happy ending...

Sadly, despite our great efforts, not all our hedgehogs survive, being a hedgehog helper needs
love, care and attention. We all smile when a hog is returned to the wild after being nursed
back to health. But there is also a distressing side to working with animals that come to us with
severe injuries. And it’s incredibly difficult to put emotions to one side. But we always hope
for the best. On the 29" May, Sally took in May, initially she looked all right. And there was
much excitement when an x-ray revealed she was pregnant with five ready-to- be-born hoglets.
Further investigations by the vet revealed May had been hit by a strimmer or lawn mower. It
was touch-and - go if she would survive the night, giving us enough time to save the babies.
Sadly, May died from her injuries and so did her litter. Below is a picture of injured May —it’s
not pretty, so be aware. There is also an extraordinary x-ray of her with her hoglets.

Picture: Minster Vet Centre



The danger of rat traps to hogs

Lately, we have received several calls from
people finding hedgehogs with extremely
severely injured legs. In some cases, the leg is
missing, and the stump is badly infected. The
hedgehogs were extremely thin and full of
maggots and infection. All were put to sleep.
As we have had so many from the Newark area,
we asked the vet and nurses and vets at Minster
Vets in Newark, if they had any idea of the cause.
Between Janet, Sally and the vets we think it
could be either foxes or someone using snap
closing rat traps. If do use traps and you catch a hedgehog, please do not just let it go. Either
telephone Hedgehog Welfare or take it directly to any vet. Please do not leave it to die a slow
painful death.

Strimmers — another hedgehog danger

Thousands of hedgehogs are severely injured or killed by strimmers and mowers every year.
Because their natural defence is to curl into a tight ball rather than run away, they are highly
vulnerable in long grass and undergrowth. Volunteers for Hedgehog Welfare are promoting
hedgehog safety by urging caution when mowing, cutting long grass, or clearing wild areas,
which can hold nests. Leaflets have been distributed at community centres, allotments, and
through local equipment suppliers to raise awareness. What can you do to help? Hedgehogs
do not flee from the noise of machinery, so visual and physical checks before cutting are
essential. Search before you chop: Inspect long grass, brambles, compost heaps, and log piles
with a gloved hand, stick, or booted foot before strimming. Try the two-cut method: Before
trimming dense areas, check for hedgehogs and other wildlife. start by cutting to about a foot
high, then re-check before lowering further. Provide nesting or hibernation boxes to avoid
disturbing animals. Avoid leaving bin bags of garden rubbish on the ground, as hedgehogs may
nest in them and risk being disposed of.

Summer hedgehog care

Here are some handy hints and advice about hedgehogs for the coming months. These simple
tips can save a hog’s life.

If you are cleaning up in the garden, please remember to be careful as that pile of leaves and
twigs and bits of most may just be a hedgehog nest. If you do accidentally disturb a nest, please
pick up the mother first, and while you are holding her, find a high sided box (cardboard or
plastic) if possible, with a lid on it, and put mum in it. Carrying the box to the nest, never leave
her for a second, if you do, she will escape. Then put the rest of the baby hedgehogs (called



hoglets) in the box with the mother (please ensure you are wearing gloves (or pick up in a towel)
to handle the hoglets, if not the mother may reject them.

Please do not take any photos, show to children or neighbours; for the first couple of hours
after the disturbance hedgehogs need peace and quiet.

Close the lid or put something over the box to stop the mother escaping, and put it somewhere
secure, in a small space, e.g. your bath in the house. Phone us on 07940 714830.

The sooner we can have them, check them, and settle them in, the more chance we have of
saving the family.

Now the evenings are lighter, do not worry if you see a hedgehog out and about in the garden
near 18.00 or even as early as 16.00. If the hedgehog is walking and doing normal things, not
sunbathing, you do not have to worry. As the dark part of the night shortens, hedgehogs still
need time to find all the food they need. Please ensure, especially in hot weather, that you
leave out plenty of bowls or plant pot saucers of clean water and that they are topped up before
going to bed. Also, scatter a little dried chicken-based kitten biscuit (not cat treats).

If you have any stories or pictures then please contact Philip Braund at
philipbraund@hotmail.com
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